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Human security

Protection from

threats to people’s lives

Threats: Political, physical, social,
economic, cultural, psychological

Common sources of threats: Conflict,

poverty, inegua
lliteracy, Ill hea

ity, bad governance,
th, marginalization

Different conce
“threat” to their

otualization of what is
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Shifting models of human security

Traditional model UN Pacific?
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Narrow and broad perceptions

Narrow Broad (UN Commission
e Civil war, genocide on Human Security)
and displacement of o Conflict,
populations development,

financial crisis, social
protection, gender,
environment, etc.

 Pacific Plan, PIF



Human security policies in Pacific

e Lack of social security profile
 Disjointed, scattered

* Policy-making based on technical
expertise and neo-liberal policies not on
human security assessment



Some selected snapshots of human security
Indicators in the Pacific
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http://www.spc.int/demog/en/thematicmapper/thematicmaps.html

Food security:% of labour force in :
agriculture




Rice yields per sub-region(1961-
2005
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Social security: Urbanization trend-
% of total population
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Land security: People per km2 of
land
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Dimensions of land security

Cosmological, spiritual
Socio-cultural, kinship

Physical, economic



Soclio-economic security: Neo-
liberal development policies

Process

e Growth

 Free trade

o Competition

e Globalization

e Cultural hegemony
e “Good” governance



Neo-liberalism and political security

1900s-1

1910s-3

1920s-10
1930s-18
1940s-11
1950s-15
1960s-25
1970s-24
1980s-17
1990s-12
2000s-24
Total 159
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Environmental, health, military security

Pacific Nuclear Testing
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The way forward



1. More consciousness raising and
education about human security issues
and how they affect Pacific people



2. Human security at the heart of
governance and development policy
making

Governance Development



4. PIF, national governments, CSOs and
community groups to work together in
identifying areas of priority and devise
practical strategies for human security
ISsues



5. Link human security to human rights,
gender, peace-building, environment,
Indigenous knowledge systems and
customary intellectual property rights



6. Encourage alternative and local initiatives,
Innovations and resources for self
sufficiency, self-determination and
community empowerment
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