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OPENING OF PIANGO NATIONAL LIAISON UNIT CONSULTATION ON PLANNING, IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REPORTING, FORUM SECRETARIAT, SUVA, 24 APRIL 2006

Address by New Zealand High Commissioner, HE Michael Green
Thank you for inviting me to open this first consultation meeting of National Liaison Unit Directors of the Pacific Islands Association of NGOs (PIANGO).  The New Zealand Government, through its development agency NZAID, has been a supporter of PIANGO since it was established in 1991, providing core budget funding on an annual basis.  This support is a reflection of New Zealand’s conviction that vibrant and capable civil society organizations play a valuable role in development and are vital components of a fully functioning democratic society.

PIANGO has many attractive qualities as a partner for NZAID and as a channel for assistance to the civil society sector.  With representation in 22 Pacific Island countries, it has a truly regional coverage.  It seeks to strengthen Pacific Islands NGOs by sharing information and experiences on ways to improve the well-being of the communities they serve.  It provides a platform and a common voice for NGOs at regional and international meetings.  It facilitates and coordinates capacity-building of NGOs throughout the Pacific Islands.  And it serves as a first point of contact for donors and regional agencies wanting to work with civil society organizations.

I understand that this is the first time that the directors of all Pacific National Liaison Units have come together to set the direction of PIANGO and discuss and plan its activities.  We see this as a milestone event in PIANGO’s history.  It is a signal of your commitment to maintain and build the PIANGO network as a force for constructive society sector in this region.  As an umbrella organization, PIANGO is only as strong as its members’ commitment to it.  Your active participation this week, and your continuing activism after you return home, will be critical ingredients in PIANGO’s success.
This week should provide an excellent opportunity to identify the key issues facing civil society development in the Pacific on the ways in which PIANGO can best support its members in addressing these issues.

To key documents for the future directions of regional growth and development are the UN’s Millennium Development Goals and the Pacific Plan for Strengthening Regional Cooperation and Integration, endorsed last year by Leaders of the Pacific Islands Forum.  These documents, and more importantly the relationships and processes that sit behind them, are powerful platforms for action that bring us all together to work collectively for share goals.  The PIANGO network has much to contribute to both these processes, and is itself an example of the value and importance of collective action.

Representatives of the Forum Secretariat will be joining you for these discussions and to consider future point between the Forum Secretariat and PIANGO.  This relationship is the result of long and dedicated effort by both organizations to build and promote partnership between civil society and government in the region as a catalyst for more effective economic and social development efforts.  You have an opportunity this week to build on this invaluable foundation.

I am also pleased to see a donor roundtable session on you agenda.  NZAID is committed to active coordination with other donors, including on engagement with civil society.  We look forward to strengthening our work with donors in support civil society through participation in the discussions on Friday.

In recent years significant progress has been made in strengthening civil society.  But I’m sure you would all agree that many challenges remain.  These include achieving financial sustainability; securing whole-hearted acceptance by governments; ensuring adoption of adequate legal frameworks; establishing productive donor relationships; and finding, training and retaining capable and motivated staff.

Alongside these challenges, Pacific civil society organizations are having to learn to understand and take advantage of key regional and international processes.  The Pacific Plan and the MDGs are the obvious examples.  The difficulties of engaging with these processes and of finding the right balance between service delivery and advocacy cannot be underestimated.  NZAID is confident that civil society in the Pacific is mustering the maturity and integrity to the capacity of civil society organizations for constructive advocacy and policy dialogue.  NZAID is committed to assisting PIANGO’s membership and other civil society groups in building the necessary capacity.

NZAID plans to continue its civil society support at both the regional and national levels.  We recognize that effective support for civil requires more creative and flexible funding mechanisms that the traditional project based approach.  You will have noted over recent times NZAID’s increased core funding of civil society organizations.  There is also a strong commitment to consulting and engaging civil society partners in the development and monitoring of programme activities; and to nudging governments to do the same.

Through NZAID, the New Zealand Government has invested in several region-wide initiatives aimed at building an environment conducive to active and effective civil society participation.  This includes support for a civil society law reform project managed by the International Centre for Not for Profit Law, funding of the annual Civil Society Forum, and ongoing support for PIANGO.

We look forward to NZAID’s continuing an active partnership with PIANGO and its member organizations that will bring steady progress in strengthening civil society in the Pacific Islands.  We have a common interest in ensuring that the voices of Pacific peoples are heard, and their rights respected.
I want to acknowledge the many people whose efforts have brought us together today.  First, our thanks to Cema and her team at the PIANGO Secretariat who have worked tirelessly over recent weeks to pull this workshop together.  The consistent and energetic support of Adi Taufunai, Chairperson of PIANGO, must also be recognized.  I applaud the generosity of the Forum Secretariat and of UNDP in contributing funding in addition to NZAID’s contribution.  Their support is testimony to the respect PIANGO enjoys for the role it plays as the voice of civil society in the Pacific Islands.

PIANGO was created by Pacific civil society for Pacific civil society.  I has survived and flourished despite official indifference and constant pressure on resources, human and financial.  PIANGO’s story demonstrates the value of empowering people to create their own opportunities for leadership, capacity building and development.

I have pleasure in declaring this consultation open.  I’m sure it will be a productive and positive experience for all of you.

