Brief report on the launching of the assessment report 

Date: 16 February 2007
Time: 9.30 AM

Venue: CYP conference room

The Kastom Gaden Association launched a report of the 2006 assessment of food security and livelihood potential of the Weather Coast of Makira, Solomon Islands; titled “Extreme living extreme needs”. The report was launched today at the Commonwealth Youth Program (CYP) conference room.
Overview of the assessment 

The assessment was made from 10 – 24 August 2006 by Kastom Gaden Association with partnership from the Provincial Agriculture Department in Makira, TerraCircle and AusAID. It was funded by the AusAID.
Nine villages and two rural training centers were visited in five wards (Star harbour North, Star Harbour South, Rawo, Weather Coast and Haununu). The 1999 census estimated the population at nearly 6500.
The purpose of the assessment was to give a snapshot of the livelihood of people. This report makes recommendations and suggestion to the Agriculture Rural Development Strategy (ADRS).

Livelihood of the weather coast people

Cocoa is the main cash crop in most of the villages but the yields are low, with most the plants have being attacked by pest and diseases which makes it difficult for the people especially the women ad young people to generate income. 

Little knowledge of pest and diseases by the villagers makes it hard for them to maintain the variety of crops they produce.

The rainy weather which also hinders successful yields of the crops, bring further difficulty for the life of people living in the isolated areas of Makira.
Lack of transport and communication allows these villages to remain outside the focus of development work and hence most of the Solomon Islands is not aware of the continuing vulnerability they are facing.

Three recommendations 
There are three recommendations from the report include;
· Safeguarding food production

· Enhancing income generation

· Strengthening an enabling environment for development

The assessment recognizes five division that differ in their relative isolation including access to market, the food crops grown, environmental impacts, either from natural causes or from logging.

Representatives from the Government, NGOs, donors and media were present at the launching today.
The report is also available on this website; www.terracircle.org.au 
